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The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty
 Report 2025

	Name of Community or Town Council:
	Tawe Uchaf Community Council

	Group:
	3

	Introduction and Context
· The Council owns three children’s playgrounds and has transformed a strip of overgrown land at Craig y Nos by planting a row of white birch trees. The Council manages maintenance for local footpaths, two of which enter a SSSI. Part of the Community sits within the boundary of Bannau Brycheiniog National Park (BBNP) and the Fforest Fawr UNESCO Geopark. The Council does not own property.
· The Council promotes sustainability and biodiversity practice wherever possible, using dialogue with the contractor to highlight the key areas of biodiversity as identified by recent botanical surveys.
· The Council recognises a future requirement for a Biodiversity Action Plan and the possible creation of a Biodiversity group.
· The Council covers a wide rural area at the top of the Swansea Valley. It contains a spectrum of habitats, including hills, moorland, heath, limestone pavements, woodlands, forestry and wooded river valleys, bogs, meadows and pasture. It includes two SSSIs. The Community includes the tourist attractions of National Showcaves of Wales, Craig y Nos Castle and Country Park and Henrhyd Waterfall at Coelbren and the Wales Ape and Monkey Sanctuary.  Film Companies use the area for filming well known films and tv series. The Community has a population of 1200 and a precept of approximately £30,000.
· The Council is not subject to the Well-being of future generations; however, it uses the principles in the preparation of its annual report.

	Action Report 2023 - 2025


	NRAP
Objective
	Action carried out to…
	Monitored by:

	1

	-embed biodiversity into decision making & procurement
	The Council employs a local maintenance contractor, avoids the use of pesticides and plastics and ensures clear and regular communication with the contractor on footpath maintenance and mowing playgrounds.
Details of footpath and playground maintenance are included in social media posts.
Verges are monitored to ensure there is no damage to the habitat.
Playgrounds are mowed regularly throughout the growing seasons. (The council has no direct responsibility for road verges.)
When considering planning applications, the Council is mindful of any potential positive or negative impacts on biodiversity and compliance with current guidelines.

	The Council

Clerk

	
	-raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance
	The Council will foster communication and awareness by the use of the Council website and local social media groups.
It will use these media to: continue to communicate the importance of conserving plant and animal biodiversity for current and future generations; create awareness with residents of the possible impact of introduced species and non-native invasive species on the native flora; and encourage residents to plant native species to help maintain populations of pollinating insects and to avoid hybridisation of introduced plants with native species. 
The Council promotes the protection and awareness of green space, highlighting the restoration of land at Craig y Nos, planting trees there and  maintaining regular communication with the contractor employed to manage it. 
	The Council

Clerk


	2
	-safeguard principal species and habitats
	Extensive botanical surveys in Tawe Uchaf have been completed by a botany recording group, of which a councillor is a member. These records have been used to identify areas of interest in Tawe Uchaf and are available on various platforms. This source of knowledge is invaluable. A flora of Breconshire, to be published in 2026, will include data submitted by the group. 
The Council continues to protect the sites of biodiversity and those species of plants which are rare nationally and/or rare in this area of Breconshire. 
The Council has previously expressed concerns to Powys County Council over the methods of mowing verges on the cycle path where some loss of habitat was noted. 
Of concern are the 20-year survey results in the BSBI Plant Atlas (2020, publ. 2022) which indicate a drastic decline in biodiversity in Britain and Ireland.
The Council will publicise and promote the use of the LERC app (Local Environmental Records Wales) to encourage people to record plants and animals in this area and add data to the LERC databank.
Councillors have attended webinars on biodiversity.
	The Council

Clerk

	3
	-restore & create habitats and resilient ecological networks
	The Council previously restored an area of land at Craig y Nos to produce an area of green including the planting of several trees.  
The Council manages its land effectively to create resilience. There are areas of wild flowers appearing on roadside verges. The creation of and restoration of habitats will be encouraged. 
The Council will encourage the use of the LERC app to record and monitor plant and animal populations.
	The Council

Clerk

	4
	-tackle negative factors: for e.g. reduce pollution, use nature based solutions, address invasive species
	The Council has previously reported the presence of invasive species to the relevant authorities at BBNP and Powys County Council. The Council shares evidence when required with the  Invasive Non-native Species Co-ordinator at BBNP to assist control of invasive species. The Council does not receive any update or feedback and relies on the relevant authorities monitoring and treating the areas. However, fly tipping is a major concern including litter left by tourists at the Henrhyd Waterfall. All incidents are reported to Powys County Council and the National Trust.
	The Council

Clerk

	5
	-use improve and share evidence
	As above, the Council will use and promote the LERC app and make the results available to our community on social media.
	The Council

Clerk

	6
	-support capacity and/or other organisations
	The Council will maintain its relationship with OVW and other relevant organisations.
The Council will maintain contact with the Breconshire botany recording group to access information on the plant population, the presence of rare species in the Community and any changes which occur over time.
	The Council

Clerk









	Review of S6 duty actions for 2023-2025

	What has worked well?  
	The previous reclamation of land at Craig y Nos and restoring a green space with planting of trees has been a success. The maintenance of footpaths, replacement of a causeway and the mowing of children’s play areas have been done with care for the surroundings.

	What have the barriers been?
	While the Council creates awareness of its environment and all maintenance activities, it has a large influx of tourists during the summer months, which contributes to littering.

	What will you change?
	Develop closer working relationships with BBNP, the National Trust and Powys County Council to convey local concerns and understand problems.

	How and when will the s6 duty be monitored and the s6 plan reviewed?
	The section 6 duty is used commenting on planning consultations where relevant. 
The Council will formulate a Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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