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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Tawe Uchaf Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents 
the Council’s receipts and payments and financial position: 
• The Clerk’s 1985 contract of employment does not record the clerk’s current 

salary but states that salary will be reviewed every two years. I have not been 
able to find references to the clerk’s salary reviews and therefore I am unable to 
confirm whether or not the Clerk has been paid appropriately.  

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Council has proper arrangements in 
place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 
• The Council did not provide evidence of compliance with its Standing Orders 

and Financial Regulations in respect of procurement of contracts. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  
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Training plan 

The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021, requires the Council to 
create and publish a plan for councillor and staff training. The Welsh Government 
provides statutory guidance on this, which states that the plan must be approved by 
the full council and include details on the type of training, participant numbers, 
timeframe, and cost.  

The training plan provided for audit does not contain the basic information required 
above. 

Accounting Statement 

I identified minor discrepancies between the Accounting Statement and the 
underlying cashbook suggesting that some items may be misclassified in the 
cashbook. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its cashbook to ensure that the Accounting 
Statement is easily reconcilable.  

Information required for audit   

Each year we send the Council an audit notice that sets out the information we need 
to complete the audit. Failure to provide this information may lead to a qualified audit 
opinion and potentially an increased audit fee. 

The Council did not provide us with an up to date asset register. 

We recommend that the Council reviews the annual audit notice to ensure that all 
required information is provided on a timely basis. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 25/09/2025 
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